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Her experience is an extreme version of something everyone goes through with their parents. At
some point in your childhood, you go from thinking they know everything to seeing them as adults
with limitations. I’'m sad that Tara is estranged from a lot of her family because of this process, but
the path she’s taken and the life she’s built for herself are truly inspiring.
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“I worry that education is becoming a stick that some people use to beat other people into
submission or becoming something that people feel arrogant about,” she said. “I think education is
really just a process of self-discovery—of developing a sense of self and what you think. | think of [it]
as this great mechanism of connecting and equalizing.”
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THEMES 3 55

A theme is an overarching idea that runs through a literary text in one or some parts. It makes up
the major point the author wants to convey to the readers.

Theme #1: Education as Freedom B E—MEH

As the title of the memoir suggests, education allows Tara to be free to create her own life. Tara
was not only denied the opportunity to attend school—in fact, she was conditioned to think that the
pursuit of knowledge itself is dangerous. When Tara sees Tyler flourishing at BYU, she becomes
aware that education is an opportunity. However, after she begins college, she truly understands
how her father's extremism clouded her perception of history and the world at large. Tara is able
to take control of her education in a way that grants her a sense of confidence and self-worth. In
addition, Tara's academic community allows her to create a network of friends, colleagues, and
advisors that become a makeshift extended family. Through her education, Tara is able to find new
communities and is not solely dependent on her family for wellbeing.

s ¥ER—MBERBEHMNE, CIEETMAETE

o LXREFEE WA EIEEEEINRGEXNEES T X HEMEBENMEFRNEE

o TaraRAERTHACXHEENAN, M THEEMERNE

e Makeshift: temporary and of low quality, but used because of a sudden need (#XE
By, IERTRAR)
e.g: Thousands of refugees are living in makeshift camps. (£ /NE9% B B & IE b
ZE, )

Theme #2: Conflict between identities 5434158

Many characters in Educated suffer from conflict between different identities, and this forces them
to make difficult and painful decisions. Most notably, Tara has to choose between her identity as a
devout Mormon woman who is an obedient daughter, and her identity as a thoughtful, curious
person who wants to ask questions, see the world, and think for herself. This conflict causes her to
suffer because she cannot reconcile these two identities, and she knows she is going to have to
choose between her family and her growing identity as a scholar and a modern woman. Tara's two
brothers, Tyler and Richard, also pursue their education and experience a similar conflict. Tyler is
torn between his identity as Tara's brother, because he wants to stand up for his sister, and his
identity as a son, because he knows his loyalty might cause him to be ostracized from the family.
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o EE Tyler ISMMR: JIHEIRIK vs KRR E

e ostracize: to avoid someone intentionally, or to prevent someone from taking part in the
activities of a group (&, HHE, HF)

e.g: His colleagues ostracized him after he criticized the company in public. /A FFHEIEA

SzfE, FEMNRITHFSE.

Theme #3: Leaving home and finding one’s place in the world

BAR, et ERIBCHNE

The familiar features of home—the ways of behaving, the beliefs, the values, the practices—that
anchored Westover do not apply when she leaves the mountain.

Westover’s experience leaving home and making her way in the world portrays an extremist version
of something most people experience at some point in their lives: The process of learning that the
world outside of home does not conform to the standards and expectations of home. As Westover
ventures out and has more experiences in new places, with new people and new ideas, instead of
reading the world through the perspective of home, she learns how to read home through the new
perspective she gains from her experiences out in the world.

In many cases, home and the outside world are compatible—there are very few conflicts, cultural
or ideological, for people who wish to move freely between being who they are at home and being
who they are out in the world. This is not the case for Westover, whose fundamentalist religious
upbringing ensures that once she becomes a person who learns how to live by the ways of the
outside world, she will never truly belong—or be welcome—at home again.

e anchor: (verb)to make something or someone stay in one position by fastening him,
her, or it firmly (18- RESHFLE, FRRE, FEE)
e.g: We anchored ourselves to the rocks with a rope. (B {1BEFIEECEBE EESA
Fo)
(noun) someone or something that gives support when needed (o] IAKEN AT, 15
wEAE, FU)
e.g: She was my anchor when things were difficult for me. (3x S4FIER, hEtE AT
BT, )

This treaty has been called the anchor (= strongest part) of their foreign policy. (1% %%

NIRVER MM BURINER . )
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Quote #1: 5%

“You can love someone and still choose to say goodbye to them...you can miss a person every day,
and still be glad that they are no longer in your life.”

RAYUE—TA, BRAREFNMEERL, RTUEREBBE—DPA, EBIHRKERERER
M.

Quote #2: HEBEA

“An education is not so much about making a living as making a person.”

HENMXZATIRE, ELZEMEMA.

Quote #3: BTFHCHAWD

“Mly life was narrated for me by others. Their voices were forceful, emphatic, absolute. It had never
occurred to me that my voice might be as strong as theirs.”

BRI —4A#EERIANR D . MNNEZEREN, THMEX ., ZHHRMARRIRE,
FEOT USR8 —F "

Quote #4: BB N AR

“The decisions | made after that moment were not the ones she would have made. They were the
choices of a changed person, a new self. You could call this selfhood many things. Transformation.
Metamorphosis. Falsity. Betrayal.”

E—ZIzE, BMENEAESAHEBSMEEE. ENERA—IEEKHBEHRA, —12
BB EME AIEEE, RYTMARSUERIRITEXNER: ®T. HE. EHh. R, MIK
ZzH HE.

Quote #5: BHZMFFN

“Everything | had worked for, all my years of study, had been to purchase for myself this one
privilege: to see and experience more truths than those given to me by my father, and to use those
truths to construct my own mind. | had come to believe that the ability to evaluate many ideas, many
histories, many points of view, was at the heart of what it means to self-create.”

BENEL AEZERNFES,—EANTILBCHR X PR IWIERARLE 8 R
TRNESZHNRE FAXERENERBCHNER. BITEAE IR, SMHEM
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Quote #6: ITEEWMR
“The past was a ghost, insubstantial, unaffecting. Only the future had weight. ”

HERB—MUR, ELEY, KA AWM. RAERRTEIE.



